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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Morpeth  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  report  for  the  year  19 66. 

The  total  number  of  births  fell  by  40,  from  272  in  1965  to  232 
in  1966,  giying  a  Standard  Birth  Rate  of  13 *97  per  1,000  of  the  population 
compared  with  16*36  in  the  previous  year  and  considerably  lower  than 
the  national  rate  of  17*7 • 

The  total  number  of  deaths  increased  by  3  to  200  and  this  gave  a 
Standard  Death  Rate  of  12.38  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  rate  in 
1965  was  12.18  and  the  national  death  rate  in  1966  was  11. 7. 

There  were  6  infant  deaths  of  which  3  occurred  in  the  first  twenty- 
four  hours  of  life  and  2  more  within  the  first  two  weeks.  The  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  was  25.86  per  1,000  live  births,  a  considerable  increase 
over  the  very  low  rate  recorded  in  the  previous  year. 

Fortunately,  however,  the  number  of  still-births  fell  from  7  in  the 
previous  year  to  2  which  gave  a  low  Still-Birth  Rate  of  8,55  per  1,000 
live  and  still-births* 

No  deaths  were  attributed  to  any  form  of  tuberculosis  but  the  number 
of  deaths  from  malignant  neoplasms  increased  by  4  "to  39  • 

Sonne  dysentery  again  caused  a  considerable  amount  of  additional 
work  for  the  department.  This  time  the  Red  Row  and  Broomhill  areas  were 
affected  and  I  was  grateful  for  co-operation  and  help  received  from  the 
Medical  Officers  at  R.A.F.  Acklington.  This  disease,  which  seems  to  be 
a  constantly  recurring  nuisance  now-a-days,  is  fortunately,  mild.  in  the 
vast  majority  of  cases  but  it  is  probable  that  its  very  mildness  is  one 
reason  for  its  persistence,  as  there  must  be  many  cases  which  never  come  to 
the  notice  of  general  practitioners  or  the  Health  Department. 

Final  approval  of  the  Thirston  Sewerage  Scheme  was  received  by  the 
Council,  with  much  satisfaction  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  works  will  be 
operational  in  1967* 

Finally,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health 
Committee  for  the  consideration  they  have  shown  me  and  their  interest 
in  the  work  of  the  Health  Department. 

I  have,  also,  greatly  appreciated  the  help  and  co-operation  I  have 
received  from  all  departments  and,  in  particular,  from  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors. 


I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.B.  McGregor,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Rural  District  of  Morpeth. 
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SECTIGN  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AR EA. 


The  Registrar- General  estimated  the  mid-1966  population  as  being 
17,940  a  reduction  of  10  on  his  estimate  for  1965* 

The  principle  forms  of  employment  available  to  the  population  remained 
unchanged  viz.  agriculture  in  the  rural  areas  mainly  in  the  west  and  coal¬ 
mining  in  the  more  urban  parts  to  the  east  but  the  declining  coal  industry  in 
Northumberland  is,  inevitably,  causing  anxiety  as  to  future  employment.  The 
disastrous  underground  fire  which  compelled  the  closure  of  Lynemouth  Colliery 
was  a  further  blow  to  hopes  of  settled  employment,  although  efforts  are  being 
made  to  find  alternative  means  of  getting  out  some  of  the  coal  which  is  there. 

The  beautiful  coast-line  attracts  many  visitors  during  the  summer  months 
but  they  bring  their  own  problems  in  the  way  of  litter  and  the  need  for 
sanitary  accommodation. 

The  Council's  caravan  site  at  Cresswell  which  has  been  steadily  improved 
over  the  years  now  reaches  a  very  high  standard  and  is  well  patronised. 
Extensive  chalet  development  is  talcing  place,  under  private  enterprise,  at 
Cresswell  Village. 


Area  in  Acres  •  •••••••••<>••  79  >  188 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 

mid- 19 66  .  17,940 

Rateable  Value  . . . . . .  £554,156 

One  Penny  Rate  Produces  . . . . . . ••••£2,282 

Number  of  inhabited  houses(end  of  1966)  5,531 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  ....... 1?596 
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VITAL  STATISTICS . 


(The  figures  in  "brackets  are  for  England  and  Wales) 

Births 


Live  Births  Total  Male  Female 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

221 

11 

113 

8 

103 

3 

232 

126 

106 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,GCC  .......... 

12.93 

13.97  (17.7) 

Standard  Birth  Rate  (Crude  Birth  Pate 

Factor  1.08)  per 

x  Comp a 
1,000 

.rability 

Still  Births 

Total 

Male  Female 

Legitimate 

2 

1 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births 

1 

8.55  (15.4) 

Dearths 

Total  Male  Female 
200  110  90 


Crude  Death  Rate  . . . . . .  11.15 

Standard  Death  Rate  (Crude  Death  Rate  x  Comparability 

Factor  l.ll)  per  1,000  . .  12.58  (ll*7) 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Heading  30  of  the  Registrar 
-Generali  Short  List)  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  .  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 

births  •••••.  Dll 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  Total  Male  F  ecal  0 

Legitimate  523 

Illegitimate  1-1 


6  2  4 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  25*86  (19*0) 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  •••  22.62 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  98*91 


Dearths 

of  Infants  under  4 

weeks 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

4 

2 

2 

Illegitimate 

1 

- 

1 

5 

2 

3 

Deaths 

of  Infants  under  1 

week 

Total 

Male  . 

Female 

Legitimate 

3 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

1 

- 

1 

4 

1 

3 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks 

per  1,000  live  births)  •»••... 
Early  Deonatal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  1  week  per 

1 , 000  live  births )  ...... 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  and  Deaths  under 
1  week  per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  0***********.** 


21.55  (12.9) 
17.24  (11.1) 
25.64  (26.3) 
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IKFAHTILE  MORTALITY 
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The  following  table  gives  the  comparative  mortality  rates 
during  the  past  ten  years . 
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The  Registrar-General  supplies  the  followings 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1966. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


•  •  • 

•  •  • 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 
Thiberculosis ,  (other  forms)  . 
Syphilitic  Disease  • . 

Diphtheria  •  ...  . . 

Whooping  cough  . 

Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Measles  . 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  •  ... 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Pong,  bronchus  , 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  ...  ... 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus  . 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 
Leukaemia,,  Aloukaenia  ...  ...  ... 

diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  . 

Coronary  Disease,  angina  . 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ... 

Other  Heart  Diseases  . . 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  ... 

influenza  .  ...  ...  ...  ... 

a  neunonia  • •  •••  •••  •  •  •  ••• 

Bronchitis  •  •••  •••  • • +  • • • 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  .  ... 

C-astritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  • 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  •  ...  ... 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ... 

Congenital  Malformations  ...  ... 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  •  • . 

All  other  accidents  ...  .. 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 
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PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  MORPETH  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Total 

Number 

j 

io  of  Total  j 
Deaths 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation 

65 

32.5 

Malignant  Ne  op  las  ns 

40 

20. C 

|  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

29 

14.5  | 

.    .  -  -  - 

r 

|  Total 
\ 

i -  - - -  .  .  -  -  .  .  .  - 

134 

| 

67.0  j 

j 
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SECTION  3. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA . 

Laboratory  Facilities . 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Newcastle  General  Hospital  undertakes 
a  very  wide  range  of  bacteriological,  viro logical,  serological  and  biological 
examinations  free  of  charge  to  local  authorities  and  general  practitioners . 
This  is  an  excellent  service  and  the  staff  is  always  very  helpful.. 

The  Pathology  Department  at  Ashingtcn  Hospital  provider  a  more  limited 
service  of  bacteriological  examinations  and  here,  too,  the  staff  is  most 
co-operative*  This  service  is,  however,  mainly  used  by  the  genera.! 
practitioners  and  most  of  the  specimens  taken  by  the  Health  Department  are 
sent  to  Newcastle c 

The  extent  to  which  these  facilities  have  been  utilised  is  shown  below s- 


Result 


Specimen  sent  by  Specimen 

Pos . 

Neg.| 

Medical  Officer  cf  Health  Faeces  for  pathogenic 

j 

i 

1 

organisms 

39 

289  ! 

General  Practitioner  ”  ” 

u 

50 

6  1 

54! 
18  ! 

Regional  Hospital  Board  Physician  ” 

u 

13 

Medical  Officer  -  Royal  Air  Force  ” 

tt 

22 

92  Sensitivity  tests  were  carried  out. 


Ambulance  Service • 

This  is  provided  by  Northumberland  County  Council  with  ambulances 
stationed  at  Broomhill,  Morpeth  and  Ashington  and  a  car  service,  with  cars 
hired  from  local  garage  owners  in  the  more  isolated  country  areas. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services 0 

The  County  Council  has  purpose-built  clinics  at  Broomhill  and  Widdrington 
where  a  full  range  of  services  is  provided.  Rented  premises  are  used  for 
certain  services  at  Pegswcod,  Lynemouth,  Hart  bum  and  Acklington  and  the 
hoped-for  and  much  needed  new  clinic  at  Pegswood  seemed  no  nearer  realisation 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Many  residents  in  the  Rural  District  are  able  to  use  the  County’s  clinic 
in  Morpeth  Borough. 

Meals  on  Wheels. 


This  service,  operated  by  the  Women’s  Royal  Voluntary  Service,  with 
financial  aid  from  the  Old  People’s  Vcluntsry  Welfare  Committee,  Morpeth 
Rural  District  Council  and  the  County  Council,  continued  to  run  smoothly 
during  the  year  and  the  total  number  of  meals  distributed  was  1,905* 
Unfortunately  Pegswood  is  the  only  area  which,  so  far,  has  the  benefit  of 
this  service  and  hopes  of  extending  it  to  Longbirst,  Lynemouth  and  other 
parts  of  the  district  have,  uxd  to  the  present,  been  disappointed. 

Chiropody  Service <, 

This  very  important  service  continued  to  cater  for  the  needs  of  the 
elderly  in  the  community,  most  treatments,  being  given  at  special  sessions, 
but  domeciliaiy  visits  being  made  where  necessary. 
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SECTION  C. 

'SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA 


Water  Supplies. 

The  County  Borough  of  Tynemouth  Water  Undertaking  continues  to 
supply  the  hulk  of  water  to  the  rural  district  and  96.5 &f°  °f  aH 
dwellings  are  provided  with  an  internal  piped  water  supply  from  this 
source. 


The  water  was  adequate  in  quantity  and  of  good  quality. 

Water  from  privr,te  sources  is  supplied  and  piped  into  3*22^  of 
dwellings  in  the  rural  district.  The  0.22 c/o  of  dwellings  remaining  are 
supplied  hy  water  drawn  from  stand  pipes,  0.1  jfo  from  private  sources  and 
0*07 from  the  public  main. 

Samples  of  both  public  and  private  supplies  were  collected  and  sent 
to  the  Public  Heo-lth  Laboratory  in  Newcastle,  for  bacteriological 
examination. 


The  following  list  gives  the  date  and  plane  of  collection  together 
with  the  result  obtained  in  each  case. 


Public  Supply  -  Tynemouth  Water  Undertaking:. 

Ho.  Bate  Place  of  collection 


Result 

No.  of  Coliform 
Bacilli  per  100  ml. 
of  Water.  


1* 

11.  1.66. 

The  Cottage,  Hart burn. 

Nil 

2. 

11.  1.66. 

Marshall’s  Cottage,  High  Angerton. 

Nil 

6* 

18.  1.66. 

Hetherwitton  Ha.ll,  Morpeth. 

Nil 

8. 

18.  1.66. 

1,  Agriculture.!  Cottages,  Hetherwitton  Nil 

13. 

8.  2.66. 

4,  Agricultural  Cottages,  Pigdon. 

Nil 

14. 

8.  2.66. 

The  Cottage,  Stanton,  Morpeth. 

Nil 

16. 

8.  2.66. 

"Perrstain",  Pairmoor,  Morpeth. 

Nil 

17. 

22.  2.66. 

Sea/ton  Ryde,  Tranwell. 

Nil 

19  c 

22.  2.66. 

Horthside,  Meldon,  Morpeth. 

Nil 

20. 

22.  2.66. 

The  Lodge,  Mitford  Hall,  Morpeth. 

Nil 

23. 

1.  3*66. 

Peigh  Hills  Farm,  Morpeth, 

Nil 

24. 

1.  3.66. 

Earsdon  East  Forest,  Morpeth. 

Nil 

33. 

29.  3.66. 

Oaklands ,  Longhorsley ,  Morp eth . 

Nil 

36. 

29.  3.66. 

Hedley  Wood,  Longhorsley,  Morpeth. 

Nil 

41. 

26*  4.66. 

Longwitton  Hall,  Morpeth, 

Nil 

42. 

26.  4.66. 

Cistern,  Longwitton  Hall,  Morpeth. 

Nil 

43. 

26.  4.66, 

Post  Office,  Longwitton,  Morpeth. 

Nil 

45. 

3.  5*66. 

40,  Second  Row,  Linton  Colliery. 

Nil 

46. 

3.  5.66. 

M Glendale”,  Cresswell  Road,  Ellington. 

Nil 

47. 

3.  5*66. 

Municipal  Caravan  Site,  Cresswell. 

Nil 

52. 

10.  5 .66. 

North  Birks,  Longhorsley,  Morpeth, 

Nil 

61. 

19.  7.66. 

South  View,  Tritlington. 

Nil 

62. 

19.  7.66. 

Oak  Cottage,  Hebron,  Morpeth. 

Nil 

65. 

26.  7.66. 

16,  Straker  Terrace,  Longhirst  Coll. 

Nil 

66 . 

26.  7.66* 

7,  Longhirst  Village,  Morpeth. 

Nil 

67. 

26.  7 .66, 

"Mayfield",  Ulgham,  Morpeth. 

Nil 

68. 

26.  7.66. 

15 ,  Woodburn  Avenue,  Stobswood. 

1 

69. 

2,  8.66. 

Pipe  end,  Cresswell,  Morpeth. 

Nil 

70. 

2.  8.66, 

1,  Chester  Squa.re,  Lynemouth. 

Nil 

71. 

2.  8,660 

7,  Bridge  Road,  Lynemouth. 

Nil 

72  c 

2.  8.66. 

Hemscott  Hill  Cottages. 

Nil 

73. 

9.  8.66. 

78a,  Swarland  Terrace,  Red  Row. 

Nil 

74. 

9.  8.66. 

23 >  Dru ridge  Avenue,  Hadston. 

Nil 

75. 

9.  8,66. 

84,  Chibburn  Avenue,  Had!s*ton. 

Nil 

76. 

9.  8.66. 

3,  Sixth  Row,  Broomhill, 

Nil 
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No.  of  Coliform 
Bacilli  per  100  ml. 


No. 

Date 

Place  of  Collection 

of  Water 

77. 

16.  8.66. 

8,  Oakford,  Scots  Gap. 

8  (Type  l) 

78. 

16.  6.66, 

5,  Back  Roy;,  Camho. 

15 

81. 

25.  8.66. 

10,  Oakford,  Scots  Gap. 

Nil 

97. 

1.11.66. 

469,  Langwell  Terro.ce,  Pegswood. 

Nil 

98. 

1.11.66. 

147?  East  Acres,  Widdrington, 

Nil 

99. 

1.11.66. 

Joiner’s  Cottage,  Widdrington, 

Nil 

100. 

1.11.66. 

1,  Colliery  Houses,  Widdrington  Coll. 

Nil 

102. 

8.11,66. 

The  Dove  Cote,  Wallington  Camho. 

Nil 

109. 

22.11.66, 

2,  Druridge  Cottages,  Widdrington. 

Nil 

lie. 

22.11.66. 

54,  Hedgehope  Terrace,  Eaat  Chevington. 

Nil 

ill. 

22.11.66, 

Lilliards  Edge  Cottage,  Bullock’s  Hall 

7 

Morpeth. 

Nil 

112. 

22.11.66. 

Farm  Cottage,  Chevington  Moor. 

Nil 

117. 

6.12.66 . 

5,  Southside,  Eepscott. 

Nil 

120. 

6.12.66© 

Woodside  Cottage,  Tranwell. 

Nil 

122. 

15.12.66. 

By we 11  Farm,  Felton,  Morpeth. 

Nil 

124. 

13.12.66. 

Hemelspeth  Farm,  Felton,  Morpeth. 

Nil 

Private  Sun -ply  • 

No 

.  of  Coliform 

No. 

Date 

Place  of  Collection  Bacilli  per  100  ml. 

of  Water. 

3. 

11c 

1.66 

4. 

11. 

1.66 

5. 

18. 

1.66 

7. 

18. 

1.66 

9. 

25. 

1.66 

10, 

25. 

1.66 

11. 

25. 

1.66 

12. 

25. 

1.66 

15. 

8. 

2,66 

21. 

1. 

3 .66 

22. 

1. 

3.66 

25. 

8. 

3.66 

26, 

8. 

3.^6 

27. 

8. 

3  e  66 

28. 

8. 

3.66 

29. 

15. 

3.66 

50. 

15. 

3.66 

51. 

15. 

3.66 

52  c 

15. 

3.66 

54. 

29. 

3.66 

55. 

29. 

3.66 

57. 

19. 

4.66 

58. 

19. 

4.66 

39  0 

19. 

4.66 

40. 

19. 

4.66 

44. 

26. 

4.66 

48. 

3. 

5.66 

49. 

10. 

5 .66 

50. 

10. 

5.66 

51. 

10. 

5 .66 

53. 

17. 

5.66 

54. 

17. 

5«66 

55* 

17. 

5.66 

56. 

17. 

5.66 

57. 

24. 

5.66 

58. 

24. 

5 .66 

59. 

24. 

5.66 

60© 

24. 

5.66 

© 


© 


0 


0 


Pump,  Angerton  Station  House,  Ml 

Angerton  Steads  Farm,  Morpeth,  Nil 

The  Cottage,  Netherwitton  Hall,  Ml 

The  Post  Office,  Netherwitton.  1  (Type  l) 

Pump,  Shadf en ,  Morpeth,  Ml 

Reservoir  -  West  -  Low  Heighley,  Morpeth,  Ml 
Reservoir  -  East  -  Low  Heighley,  ”  2  (Type  1 ) 

Low  Heighley,  Morpeth,  1  (Type  l) 

Stanton  House,  Morpeth,  Ml 

Earsdon  East  Farm,  Morpeth,  Ml 

Earsdon  West  Farm,  Morpeth,  Ml 

The  Lodge,  Linden  Hall,  Morpeth,  5 

"Belamour" ,  Weldon  Bridge,  Longhorsley,  35 
Reservoir,  Ghyllheugh,  Longhorsley,  17 

Ghyllheugh,  Longhorsley,  55 

East  Reservoir,  Low  Heighley,  Morpeth.  Ml 

East  Reservoir,  Low  Heighley,  Morpeth,  1  (Type  1 ) 
The  Cottage,  Linden  Billhead,  Longhorsley  Ml 
Storey's  Cottage,  Linden  Hillhead  M  Ml 

Bellamour,  Longhorsley,  Morpeth,  Ml 

Pipe  end  from  source,  Ghyllheugh, 

Longho  r  s  1  ey .  Ml 

Eshottheugh,  Felton,  Morpeth.  Ml 

Bockenfield,  Felton,  Morpeth.  Nil 

Bywell,  Morpeth.  55 

Bore,  Earsdon  Hill,  Morpeth.  Ml 

Pipe  end.  Folly  House,  Netherwitton.  Ml 

Pipe  end,  Spring,  Cresswell  Village.  Ml 

High  Southward  Edge,  Longhorsley.  14 

Low  Southward  Edge,  Longhorsley.  8 

The  Lodge,  Linden  Hall,  Longhorsley.  17 

High  Southward  Edge,  Longhorsley .  Ml 

Low  Southward  Edge,  Longhorsley.  1 

Low  Southward  Edge,  Longhorsley.  25 

Low  Southward  Edge,  Longhorsley.  5 

Ahshiels  Farm,  Longhorsley.  2 

Pipe  end,  Ahshiels  Farm,  Longhorsley.  ? 

Low  Southward  Edge,  Longhorsley.  Nil 

Tap  in  pump  house,  Low  Southward  Edge, 

Longhorsley.  5 
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No. 

Date 

63. 

19.  7.66. 

64* 

19.  7.66. 

79® 

16*  8.66. 

80. 

16.  8.66. 

82. 

23.  8.66. 

83. 

23.  8.66. 

84. 

23.  6.66. 

85. 

11.10.66. 

86. 

11.10 .66 . 

87. 

11.10.66. 

88. 

11.10.66. 

89. 

18.10.66. 

90. 

18.10.66. 

91. 

18.10.66. 

92. 

18.10.66. 

93. 

25.10.66. 

94. 

25.10.66. 

95. 

25.10.66. 

96. 

25.10.66. 

101. 

8.11.66. 

103. 

8.11.66. 

105. 

15.11.66. 

106. 

15.11.66. 

107. 

15.11.66. 

108. 

15.11.66. 

113. 

29.11.66. 

114. 

29.11.66. 

115. 

29.11.66. 

116. 

29.11.66. 

118. 

6.12.66. 

119. 

6.12,66 . 

121. 

13.12.66. 

123. 

13.12.66. 

18. 

22.  2.66. 

Place  of  Collection 


No.  of  Coliform 
Bacilli  per  100  ml# 
of  Water 


Bore,  Northgate  &  District  Hospital# 

M  t!  II  II  II 

Pipe  end,  Rugeley  Wells,  Cambo. 

The  Cafe,  Wallington  Hall# 

7,  Back  Row,  Cambo. 

The  Cafe,  Wallington  Hall. 

Garden  House,  Wallington. 

Heighley  Gate,  Morpeth. 

Shallow  well,  Heighley  Gate,  Morpeth. 
Bore,  Harelaw,  Ldnghorsley. 

Littleham,  Espley,  Morpeth. 

Shallow  well,  Heighley  Gate,  Morpeth. 
Field  Head,  Longhorsley. 

Land  spring,  Heatherlands,  Longhorsley. 
Oaklands,  Longhorsley. 

Shallow  well,  Heighley  Gate,  Morpeth# 
Bore,  The  Helm,  Thirston,  Morpeth. 

Bore,  Cottage,  Eshott  Village,  Morpeth. 


i) 


Land  spring, 
Land  spring, 


Thirston  Mill.  Felton. 


5  (Type  l) 

1 

Nil 

50 

Nil 

35 
50 

1  (Typ- 
160 
Nil 
Nil 

35 
Nil 
11 
Nil 
5 

Nil 
1 

Nil 


French’s  Cottage,  Courtyard, 


Nil 

11 


Wallington,  Cambo • 

Land  spring,  Broom  House,  Cambo. 

Spring  outlet,  Old  Moor  Cottage,  Longhirst  50 
Collecting  Tank,  Old  Moor  Cottage,  ”  180 

Tinlins  Cottage,  Court  Yard,  Wallington.  1 
Armstrongs  Cottage,  Wallington.  3 

Reservoir  outlet,  Wallington  Private  Supply  Nil 
Reservoir  inlet,  Wallington  M  M  3 

Collecting  Chamber,  Broom  House  source. 

Tinlins  Cottage,  Courtyard,  Wallington. 

West  Edington,  Morpeth.  3 

East  Edington,  Morpeth.  3 

Burgham  Farm  Cottage,  Felton. 


Blackbroom  Farm,  Felton. 
Needless  Hall,  Morpeth. 


3 

(Type  1) 
(Type  l) 
180 
35 

(Type  1) 


Thus  the  123  samples  examined  gave  results  as  follows s- 


Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

From  public  main  supply 
From  private  supplies 


49  3 

43  28 


The  water  undertakers  were  immediately  advised  of  unsatisfactory 
results  and  in  each  case  repeat  samples  taken  in  the  following  week  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory . 

Unsatisfactory  results  of  samples  from  private  sources  were 
followed  by  further  investigation  and  recommendation  as  found  necessary. 
The  principal  causes  of  pollution  are  generally  (l)  inadequate  protection 
of  well  head  or  spring  source  from  gracing  animals  and  (2)  faulty  storage. 

The  private  supplies,  although  not  always  of  good  quality  are 
adequate  in  quantity. 


No  chemical  analysis  of  any  of  the  water  supplies  in  the  area  has 
been  undertaken  by  the  local  authority  but  the  water  undertakers  indicate 
as  follows i- 


MA  moderate  hard  supply  with  a  natural  fluoride  content  varying 
from  0.1  to  0.2  parts  per  million  and  lead  solvency  of  0.2  parts  per 
million." 
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A  total  of  145  visits  including  revisits  was  made  for  purposes 
of  sampling,  investigating  and  advising  on  water  supplies  in  order  to 
maintain  and,  where  possible,  improve  the  quality  of  the  water. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  dwellings  and  the 
estimated  populations  within  the  respective  parishes  of  the  rural 
district  supplied  with  water  from  public  and  private  sources  including 
those  supplied  from  standpipes s- 


Parish 

Public 

houses 

Mains 

pop. 

Private 

houses 

supplies 

pop. 

Standpipes 
houses  pop. 

Cresswell 

61 

198 

— 

— 

East  Chevington 

1154 

3696 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ellington 

393 

1247 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Hartbum 

54 

166 

6 

17 

- 

- 

Hebron 

60 

270 

26 

80 

- 

- 

Hepscott 

115 

437 

3 

6 

Longhorsley 

168 

462 

30 

94 

1 

1 

Lynemouth 

795 

2718 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Lcnghirst 

140 

408 

1 

3 

- 

- 

Mel don 

71 

238 

1 

2 

- 

mm 

Mi t ford 

110 

366 

3 

8 

2 

4 

Netherwitton 

46 

131 

36 

109 

- 

- 

Pegswood 

987 

3373 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Thirston 

95 

278 

44 

133 

3 

8 

Tritlington 

49 

I65 

23 

78 

4 

Ulgham 

800 

2635 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Wallington 

158 

425 

Q 

27 

1 

4 

West  Chevington 

18 

78 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Widdrington 

6  7 

257 

- 

- 

1 

3 

5341 

1?8 

12 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

Hepscott  Village. 

Work  on  the  sewerage  installation  for  Hepscott  Village,  approved 
by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in  October  1964* 
proceeded  slowly  throughout  the  year  due  principally  to  geological  and 
climatic  conditions.  At  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  estimated  that  the 
necessary  works  were  99^  completed. 


Thirston  Village. 

After  much  correspondence  with  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Go  vernment  and  many  representations  regarding  the  urgency  of  this  scheme, 
official  approval  was  finally  received  in  March,  1966.  Unfortunately 
fur  there  ,  difficulties  were  encountered  in  connection  with  entry  on  to  the 
land  and  negotiations  with  the  contractor  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  work 
had  not  yet  commended. 


Ulgham  Parish. 


10. 


As  a  result  of  surcharging  of  a  sewer  section  during  very  wet 
weather,  flooding  with  attendant  danger  to  health  was  occurring  at 
Ferneyheds • 

To  relieve  this  situation  the  Council  agreed  to  the  installation 
of  a  storm  water  drain  and  relief  sewer  and  in  November  a  tender  was 
accepted  for  the  laying  of  approximately  250  lineal  yards  of  sewer. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  50 $  of  the  necessary  works  had  been  completed. 


Drainage  and  Conversions. 

New  drains  and  a  conversion  to  water  carriage  sanitation  with  grant 
payment  under  the  provisions  of  section  47  Public  Health  Act,  1956, 
were  provided  at  Widdrington  for  one  dwelling. 

Conversions  continue  to  be  undertaken  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Housing  Acts  1949  to  1964  and.  forty-six  dwellings  were  improved  during 
the  year  by  these  means. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  estimated  that  fifty-eight  privy  type 
closets  were  still  in  use  within  the  area,  i.e.  serving  1.0469b  of  the 
dwellings  in  the  district, 

BesludjSdnis:  Service. 

The  vacuum  tanker  brought  into  use  in  May,  1965  to  provide  a  free 
emptying  service  for  the  sewage  tanks  of  private  dwellings,  which  for  a 
variety  of  reasons,  could  not  use  public  sewers,  continued  to  operate 
satisfactorily  within  and  outside  the  rural  district  and  its  value  has 
been  demonstrated  and  established. 

In  addition  to  the  emptying  of  private  septic  tanks  the  tanker  was 
used  at  several  sewerage  works  and  for  the  removal  of  liquid  sludge  from 
farms,  institutions,  and,  on  some  occasions  for  relief  from  flooding, 
and  its  time  in  use  was  spread  over  the  services  mentioned  as  follows s- 


Private  premises  (free  services)  58*96$ 
Sewerage  Works (Engineer  and  Surgeyor1 s  Department)  802 5$ 
Rechargeable  works  14.13$ 
Cresswell  Camp  1.42$ 
Out  of  use  (Holidays,  sickness  and  use  of  driver 

on  other  duties  etc.)  17.22$ 


The  vehicle  travelled  a  total  of  6,716  miles  on  the  performance 
of  all  these  duties  and  cleared  477  tanks,  thus  providing  8O4  dwellings 
with  the  free  service,  the  average  cost  per  dwelling  of  which  was 
18,868  shillings. 

Disposal  of  the  sludge  continues,  where  possible  without  risk  of 
nuisance  or  pollution  of  water  courses,  over  agricultural  land.  On 
the  few  occasions  when  this  was  not  possible  it  was  discharged  together 
with  house  refuse  at  the  nearest  available  disposal  site. 


Public  Cleansing. 

The  very  essential  service  of  refuse  collection  continued 
satisfactorily  throughout  the  year  despite  several  emergencies  created 
by  shortages  of  labour  due  to  (a)  sickness  absences,  particularly  during 
the  first  three  months  of  the  year  and  later  (b)  by  absences  due  to 
annual  leave  arrangements. 

These  situations  could  be  overcome  only  by  overtime  working  and 
this  not  only  adversely  affected  the  costs  of  the  service  but  added 
unfairly  to  the  burden  of  crew  members  already  weary  after  a  normal  day 
at  their  heavy  and  often  thankless  task. 


11. 


The  collection  vehicles,  all  supplied  h y  the  specialist 
manufacturers,  Messrs.  Shelvoke  &  Drewiy  Ltd.,  Letchworth,  are  of  the 
following  types 

1  Rear  loading  fore  &  aft  tipping  type  (l6/l8  cu.yde*  ) 

1  Rear  loading  fore  &  aft  tipping  type  (l2  cu.yds.) 

1  Rear  loading  fore  &  aft  tipping  type  (l6/l8  cu.yds.) 

1  Rear  loading  compression  type  (Pakamatic  50 
1  Rear  loading  compression  type  (Pakamatic  55 

All  vehicles  are  powered  “by  diesel  engines  and  the  latest, 
received  at  the  end  of  April  and  brought  into  service  immediately, 
allowed  disposal  of  the  11  yrs.  old  side  loading  vehicle  Previously 
retained  for  use  in  emergency* 

The  new  Central  Depot  premises  at  Pegswood,  designed  and  erected 
to  house  all  works  departments  of  the  Council,  although  not  completed 
by  the  end  of  the  year,  were  sufficiently  advanced  to  provide  cover  for 
all  vehicles  and  to  allow  essential  maintenance  to  proceed  under  vastly 
improved  conditions  compared  with  those  existing  previously. 


(1956) 

(1961) 

(1962) 

(1964) 

(1966) 


Refuse  Disposal. 

For  economic  reasons,  collected  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping 
on  to  disposal  points  as  near  as  available  to  the  areas  of  production 
and  consequently  the  disposal  sites  at  East  Chevington,  Causey  Park, 
Lynemouth,  Longhorsley,  Pegswood  and  Widdrington  continued  in  use  and 
were  maintained  to  the  best  possible  standards  having  regard  to  the 
limitations  of  labour  previously  mentioned. 

The  increasing  volume,  as  compared  with  weight,  of  refuse  and  the 
use  of  compression  type  collection  vehicles  made  necessary  the  provision 
of  some  mechanical  means  of  moving  refuse  at  the  disposal  points  and  for 
this  purpose  an  agricultural  type  tractor  fitted  with  hy dr aulicallyope rated 
shovel  was  obtained  and  brought  into  use  towards  the  end  of  January. 

This  aided  the  management  of  the  several  tips  and  was  of  considerable 
assistance  in  reducing  littering  of  the  areas  concerned. 

Littering  continued  to  be  a  problem  not  readily  solved  and  although 
fencing  was  erected  where  this  was  considered  necessary,  the  fences 
themselves  soon  became  festooned  and  unsightly  and  have  never  proved 
entirely  satisfactory  in  containing  litter  where  tipping  is  carried  out 
on  sites  exposed  to  prevailing  winds  as  in  our  case. 

Informal  action  under  section  75?  Public  Health  Act,  193&,  was 
taken  throughout  the  year  for  the  provision  and/or  renewal  of  210 
standard  dustbins  to  private  properties  and  in  addition  the  department 
supplied  104  dustbins  to  Council-owned  properties. 

Visits  for  this  purpose  together  with  those  for  the  supervision  and 
maintenance  of  tips  and  plants  were  made  on  552  separate  occasions. 

Service  Costs. 


Despite  the  wage  freeze  costs  of  the  service  continued  to  increase 
chiefly  owing  in  our  case,  to  the  provision  of  new  and  additional  equipment 
and  the  need  to  employ  additional  labour  to  cater  for  shortages  due  to 
sickness  and  holiday  absences. 

The  working  week  was  reduced  from  the  3rd.  January,  19 66  by  2  hours 
to  40  hours. 

The  vehicles  travelled  a  total  of  30?487  miles  on  the  operation  of 
the  service  and  an  estimated  9 >011  tons  of  refuse  were  collected  and 
disposed  of. 

The  total  cost  of  the  service  including  collection  and  disposal 
was  £20,493*  15s*  6d.  which  represents  a  cost  per  ton  of  £2.  6s.  7*19d. 

This  compares  with  a  figure  for  1965  of  £2.  4s*  6.Q4d.  per  ton. 
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Caravan  Sites  _  &  _C ontrol  of  Development  Act,  I960. 

With  approximately  five  miles  of  coastline  with  wonderful  sandy 
beaches,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  demand  for  holiday  caravan  sites 
continues  and,  during  the  year,  120  visits  were  made  for  the  control  of 
caravans  within  the  rural  district. 

The  development,  in  stages,  of  the  private  site  at  Cresswell  Village 
for  300  holiday  chalets  continued  slowly  and  approximately  2 5?°  of  the 
site  was  in  use  during  the  summer. 

A  shop  and  cafe  premises  were  provided  but  an  urgent  need  for 
recreational  facilities  still  exists,  particularly  during  rainy  periods. 

Improvement  of  the  Council's  holiday  caravan  site  at  Cresswell  to 
meet  the  recommended  standards  of  the  Act  continued  during  the  year,  new 
toilet  blocks  and  laundry  facilities  being  provided. 

A  sherae  to  replace  the  existing  hutment  serving  as  a  recreation 
room  with  a  new  and  enlarged  permanent  building  was  given  careful 
consideration  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  only  the  financing  of  the  scheme 
remained  to  be  settled. 

There  are  no  sites  within  the  rural  district  licensed  for  use  by 
residential  caravans  but  five  applications  for  permission  to  site 
residential  caravans  were  received  and,  after  receipt  of  planning 
permission,  licenses  under  section  269?  Public  Health  Act,  193&  "were 
issued  to  the  applicants  for  periods  varying  from  one  to  three  years. 

Two  applications  for  permission  to  station  one  and  two  caravans 
respectively  for  holiday  purposes  were  refused  planning  permission  and 
were  not  pursued. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 • 

The  full  time  rodent-operative  continued  with  his  duties  of  regular 
inspections  and  treatments,  as  found  necessary,  of  all  Council  properties 
including  buildings,  refuse  disposal  sites,  sewers  and  sewage  disposa„l  plant 
etc. 


Routine  surveys  of  business  and  agricultural  premises  wore  made  as 
the  operative  progressed  through  the  various  parishes  of  the  district. 

In  addition  to  the  work  of  the  rodent  operative  35  visits  were  made 
to  premises  throughout  the  rural  district  for  purposes  of  advising  on 
and  specifying  works  recommended  for  rat  proofing.  If  more  attention 
were  paid  to  this  aspect  of  rodent  control  it  vrauld  result  in  a 
considerable  reduction  in  the  annual  number  of  notifications  received. 
Upon  investigation  these  notifications  almost  without  exception  have  been 
found  to  result  from  the  appearance  of  a  single  foraging  rodent. 

The  sewers  throughout  the  district  were  test  baited  on  two  occasions 
daring  the  year.  One  snail  section  of  the  Broomhill  sewer  only  showed 
evidence  of  a  "take"  and  the  section  was  treated  and  cleared. 


13. 


The  following  table  is  a  copy  of  the  annual  return  sent  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  on  the  rodent  control  work 
of  the  department  for  the  year. 


Properties  other  than  sewers. 

1*  Number  of  properties  in  district* 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  (includir 

nearby  promises)  inspected  following 
notification. 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (l)  Rats 

(ll)  Mice 

3*  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other 
than  notification. 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (l)  Rats 

(ll)  Mice 


Type  of  Property  j 

Non 

Agric- 

Agric- 

ultural . 1 

ultural . 

6814 

632 

r 

191 

10 

126 

4 

6 

2 

455 

! 

29  1 

211 

16 

29 

2 

Mosquito  control. 

In  an  attempt  permanently  to  eradicate  the  breeding  sites  of 
mosquitoes,  known  to  attack  man,  the  possibility  of  filling  in  swampy 
areas  along  the  banks  of  the  river  Lyne  at  Lynemouth  was  investigated. 

The  use  of  the  area  concerned  as  a  dump  for  household  refuse  was 
considered  and  eventually  abandoned  because  of  - 

(1)  The  difficult  access  to  the  sites  concerned  and  the 
length  of  time  such  an  operation  would  take. 

(2)  The  possibility  that  such  an  operation  would  result  in 
more  nuisance  that  was  resulting  from  the  original 
complaint,  and 

(3)  The  prohibitive  cost  of  such  an  operation. 

An  approach  was  than  made  to  the  National  Coal  Board  as  owners 
of  the  land  involved  who,  it  was  felt  must  accept  some  responsibility 
for  allowing  the  existing  conditions  to  continue,  particularly  when 
the  presence  of  biting  mosquitoes  had  been  proved  and  it  was  known  that 
a  serious  annual  nuisance  from  this  source,  was  arising. 

In  November,  as  a  result  of  a  fire  in  the  workings  of  the  local 
colliery,  the  Parish  council  concerned  intimated  that  a  new  drift 
entrance  to  the  colliery  wan  to  be  constructed  and  suggested  that  materials 
resulting  from  the  excavations  necessary,  be  used  to  eradicate  the  mosquito 
breeding  sites. 

This  proposal  was  supported  by  the  Council  and  forwarded  to  the 
National  Coal  Board. 

No  progress  had  been  made  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961, 


There  was  a  total  of  46  premises  within  the  area  registered  under 
the  requirements  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961.  Four  of  these  premises 
were  without  mechanical  power. 

There  were  no  outworkers  within  the  area. 

INSPECTIONS . 


j 

> 

Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

1,  Factories  in  which 

Sects.  1,2, 3, 4  &  6  are 
to  he  enforced  hy  L.A, 

4 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  Factories  not  included 
in  1  in  which  sect.  7  is 
enforced  hy  the  L.A. 

30 

61 

Nil 

Nil 

3.  Other  premises  in  which 
Sect.  7  is  enforced  hy  the 
L.A.  (excl.  outworkers1 
premises) 

12 

29 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

46 

96 

Nil 

Nil 

CASES  III  WHICH  DEFECTS  VffiRE  FOUND. 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases 

we  re 

. .  . 1  - T 

! 

in  which  defects  j 
found  j 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refer 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

prosecutions 
rred  were  instituted. 
By  H.M. 

Inspector 

(5)  !  (6) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

6 

6 

Overcrowding 

mm 

_ 

_ 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences?  ! 

a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

h)  Unsuitable  or  defective  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 

jrelating  to  Outwork). 

- 

- 

- 

j  Total 

6 

6 

- 

- 

- 

Informal  action  was  all  that  was  necessary  to  remedy  the  defects 
recorded. 
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SECTION  D 


TABULAE  STATEMENT  CF  HOUSING  FOR  THE  YEAR  1966 
Number  of  Houses  completed  during  the  year. 


a)  By  Local  Authority 

h)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  9 

Closing  and  Demolition 

1.  Houses  denolished  in  Clearance  Areas  Nil 

2.  Houses  denolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas  3 

3#  Houses  closed,  not  denolished  7 

4*  Any  other  houses  permanently  discontinued 

as  dwellings  and  not  included  in  above  6 

Repairs . 


Houses  made  fit  by  procedure  under  either  Housing  or  P.II»Acts. 


1,  By  informal  action  81 

2,  By  owners,  following  statutory  notice  1 

3,  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

4*  Demolition  Orders  revoked  after 

reconstruction  Nil 


Houses  Patched. 

1.  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  still  in  use 

at  end  of  year  for  temporary  accommodation  Nil 


C 1 e aranc e  Programme 

1,  Number  of  unfit  houses  in  clearance 

programme  remaining  to  be  dealt  with  at 

end  of  year  244 


IMPRi YEMENI  GRANTS  .  No.  of  separate 

_ houses 

Discretionary  Grants. 


1.  Applications  submitted  to  L.A.  42 

2.  Applications  rejected  Nil 

3.  Applications  approved  42 

4.  Approximate  average  grant  approved 

per  house  £250 

5.  Total  number  of  houses:  approved  for 

grant  in  the  area  since  inception  of 

scheme  '  604 

Standard  Grants.  During  the  Total  to 

Year  _ Date 


1.  Number  of  separate  houses 

for  which  grants  have  been  made  4 

2.  Number  of  houses  so  provided  with? 


a)  Bath  or  shower  4 

b)  Wash  hand  basin  4 

c)  Hot  water  supply  4 

d)  Water  closet  4 

e)  Food  store  4 


72 


56 

50 

47 
6  2 
52 
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SECTION  E. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


Milk  Supply. 


Registered  Dairies  in  the  Rural  District  6 

Control  of  licensing  and  use  of  the  Special  Designation,  i.e. 
Untreated,  Pasteurised  and  Sterilized  remains  with  the  Northumberland 
County  Council  as  the  Food  &  Drugs  Authority  and  all  milk  sampling 
within  the  district  was  undertaken  by  the  County  Health  Inspector. 

Twenty  eight  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year,  as  follows, 


from:- 

Distributors  within  the  Rural  District  (6) 

Pasteurised  18 

Untreated  3 

Distributors  outside  the  Rural  District.  (5) 

Pasteurised  5 

Untreated  2 


With  one  exception  all  samples  satisfied  the  prescribed  tests. 

The  exception  being  an  untreated  tuberculin  tested  milk  from  a 
distributor  within  the  rural  district  which  failed  to  satisfy  the  Methylene 
Blue  Test. 

Biological  examination  of  untreated  milk  for  tuberculosis  and  brucella 
abortus  was  undertaken  on  four  occasions  with  negative  results. 

Food  Premises. 

The  total  number  of  food  premises  in  the  district  is  107  and  by 
type  of  business  this  number  is  made  up  as  follows  f— 


General  Dealers,  Grocers  etc.  46 
School  Kitchens  and  dining  rooms.  16 
Public  Houses.  12 
Clubs.  8 
Butchers .  7 
Industrial  Canteens.  4 
Fried  Fish  Shops .  4 
Hospitals,  Institutions.  2 
Bakers  and  Confectioners.  2 
Slaughterhouses.  3 
Cafes.  3 


Of  these  premises,  50  are  registered  under  the  requirements  of 
section  16,  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955  as  under 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream.  43 

Manufacture  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream.  1 

Manufacture  of  Sausages  &  Preserved  Meats.  6 

Visits  to  food  premises  were  made  on  695  separate  occasions  and  the 
standard  of  hygiene  remained  satisfactory.  Every  effort  was  made  to 
maintain  the  standard  by  regular  visits  and  the  distribution  and  use  of 
educational  posters  and  materials  as  available. 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1959 . 

One  sample  of  ice  cream  was  taken  from  a  manufacturer  in  the  area 
and  sent  for  examination  by  the  public  Health  Laboratory. 


Result,  provisional  Grade  1. 


(satisfactory) 
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lhe  following  is  a  list  of  unsound  canned  foods  which  were  examined 
and  surrendered  to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors, 


Ham 

112 

lbs. 

12 

ozs . 

Corned  Beef 

14 

lbs. 

12 

ozs  • 

Pork 

3 

lbs. 

Pork  Luncheonmeat 

1 

lb. 

3 

ozs  • 

Peas 

2 

lbs. 

4 

ozs . 

Beans 

2 

lbs. 

2 

ozs. 

Broad  Beans 

10 

OZS  a 

Soup 

3 

lbs. 

12 

ozs , 

Tomatoes 

39 

lbs. 

2 

ozs . 

Jaffa  Juice 

8 

lbs. 

5 

ozs. 

Grapefruit 

3 

lbs . 

9 

ozs. 

Peaches 

7 

lbs . 

10 

ozs. 

Raspberries 

5 

lbs  • 

10 

ozs. 

Oranges 

11 

ozs. 

Strawberries 

7 

lbs. 

9 

ozs. 

Pears 

7 

lbs. 

4 

OZS  0 

Fruit  Salad 

2 

lbs. 

14 

ozs  • 

Rice  Pudding 

13 

lbs. 

9 

ozs . 

Evaporated  Milk 

12 

ozs. 

Carrots 

1 

lb. 

Salmon 

1 

Ib. 

M 

Ginger  Pudding- 

10 

ozs. 

Mince  &  Onion 

15 

ozs. 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  following  articles  were  found  unfit 
and  surrendered  to  the  Public  Health  Inspector, 

Pickled  Onions  (l  lb,  14  ozs.)  Chickens  (lO  lbs,  10  ozs.) 

Pish  Fillets  (7  lbs,  7  ozs.)  Steak  &  Kidney  Pie  (15  ozs.) 

Self  Raising  Flour  (3  lbs.)  Icing  Suggr  (6lbs.)  Salt  (l  lb.) 
Macaroni  (l  lb.  14  ozs.) 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


There  are  three  licenced  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  rural 
district  all  of  which  are  constructed  and  improved  to  the  standard 
required  by  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Meat  Inspection 
Regulations,  1963  a  100ft>  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  was 
maintained. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1955. 

Under  section  3  of*  the  above  mentioned  Act,  eighteen  licences  to 
slaughter  animals  were  issued  all  except  one  of  which  were  renewals. 


Details  of  Animals  Slaughtered  and  Examined. 


Cattle 
excl. 
Cows  • 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

451 

Nil 

Nil 

1110 

479 

Number  examined 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

451 

Nil 

Nil 

1110 

479 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Part  carcases  condemned 
Percentage  affected  with 
rl  is  ease  other  than 

103 

Nil 

Nil 

13 

31 

tuberculosis  amid  cysticerci 
Tuberculosis  only. 

22.84 

Nil 

Nil 

1.17 

6.47 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Part  carcase «  condemned 
Percentage  affected  with 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Tuberculosis 

Cysticercosis  only 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0.208 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Part  carcases  condemned 
Percentage  affected  with 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

cysticercosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

the  year 
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Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act,  1965* 

The  total  number  of  registered  premises  at  the  end  of 
was  51,  only  one  of  which  was  registered  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  registered  premises  receiving  a  general  inspection 
during  the  year  was  42* 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections: 


Class  of 

Promises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during 
the  year. 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year. 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 

inspection  during 
the  year* 

Offices  ...*, 

Nil 

10 

8 

Retail  shops  * . 
Wholesale  shops, 

Nil 

31 

24 

warehouses • *  *  * • 
Catering 
establishments 
open  to  the  public, 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

canteens  *  * . . * 

Nil 

9 

9 

Fuel  storage  depots** 

1 

1 

1 

Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises  by  workplaces 


Class  of  Work  place 

Number  of 
persons 
employed. 

Offices  ••*...*.••*«• 

35 

Retail  shops  ••••.••0 

175 

Wholesale  departments, 

warehouses  . . 

Nil 

Catering  establishments 

open  to  the  public,. * 

64 

Cant eens  *.«.**.....** 

Nil 

Fuel  storage  depots  *• 

1 

Total 

275 

Total  Males 

105 

Total  Females 

1 

170 

No  applications  for  exemption  in  respect  of  space,  temperature, 
sanitary  conveniences  or  washing  facilities  were  received  during  the  year* 
This  is  a  repetition  of  the  circumstances  in  the  previous  year* 

Statutory  action  for  infringements  of  the  Act  was  not  required. 

Most  were  of  a  minor  nature  and  immediately  remedied  informally. 
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Animal  Boarding;  Establishment  Act,  1965* 

This  Act  is  designed  to  secure  certain  minimum  standards  of  comfort 
for  animals,  including  temperature,  lighting,  ventilation  and  cleanliness 
etc.,  adequate  food  and  water  supplies  and  means  of  isolation  in  cases  of 
infections  or  contagious  disease.  One  application  was  received  and  one 
licence  issued  during  the  year  for  premises  capable  of  housing  six  dogs 
and  two  cats. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964. 

Only  one  application  for  registration  as  a  Scrap  Metal  Dealer  was 
received  during  the  year  and  one  Certificate  of  Registration  was  issued. 

This  brings  the  total  of  registered  premises  within  the  district  to 
eight  _> 


SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AIT D  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Hospital  accomodation  for  cases  of  infectious  disease  is 
provided  try  the  Regional  Hospital  Heard  at  Walker  gate  Hospital, 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

TABLE  SHOWING  ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS. 


i 

I 

j 

« 

t 

i 

i 

i 

| 

I 

» 

I 

i 

> 

>  ■  ^ 

i 

* 

Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Meningococcal 
Septicaemia 
Primary  Pneumonia 
Erysipelas 
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Dysentery 
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1 
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. 1  1  -  2  -  -  4 

-  -  -  ---1---1-  2 

-1-  - .  1 

1  9  11  39  10  2  10  -  -  2  -  -  84 


0  47  55  102  17  2  12  1  -  4  1  -  249 


Measles. 

The  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  was  unusually  high  for  a  year 
in  which  an  epidemic  was-  not  expected.  The  outbreak  noted  in  Pegswood 
and  Lynemouth  in  December  1965  continued  into  January  1966  when  45  cases 
were  notified.  In  February  there  were  53  cases  mainly  in  the  western 
part  of  the  district  in  August,  North  Broomhill  was  the  most  affected 
part  while  in  December  38  cases  occurred  chiefly  in  Pegswood  and  Longhorsley. 
Small  numbers  also  occurred  sporadically  in  the  months  of  April,  May, 
September,  October  and  November. 

Dysentery. 

This  disease  was,  again,  very  prevalent  during  1966.  Out  of  the 
total  of  84  cases  notified  or  discovered  10  occurred  in  a  hospital  in 
the  area,  9  of  these  being  due  to  the  Flexner  type  of  infection  and  one 
to  Sonne  dysentery.  Four  cases  occurred  in  children  attending  schools 
in  Morpeth  Borough  affected  by  the  disease. 

The  remaining  70  cases  all  occurred  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
district  where  Red  Row  and  East  Chevington  were  the  first  areas  to  be 
involved  and  most  of  the  cases  had  some  connection  with  Red  Rot;  Schools. 

In  November  the  disease  spread  to  North  Broomhill  and  Acklington, 
with  the  cases  centred  mainly  on  North  Broomhill  School.  It  will  be 
noted  from  the  table  that  school- children  formed  the  age-group  most 
affected. 

The  cases  were  distributed  as  follows,  March ’1,  June  3 1  July-1, 

August  10,  September  6,  October  8,  November  26  and  December  15*  As 
usual,  multiple  cases  occurred  in  households;  one  family  having  6  members 
and  aaother,  5  members  affected;  while  four  families  each  had  3  cases  and 
seven  families  had  two. 
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The  entire  teaching  and  canteen  staff  of  North  Broomhill  School 
was  investigated  and  one  member  of  the  kitchen  staff  was  found  to  be 
infected.  This  person  admitted  she  had  had  some  symptoms,  she  was  at 
once  excluded  from  work  and  was  not  allowed  to  return  until  she  was 
considered  free  from  infection. 

In  addition  to  the  cases  notified  or  discovered,  6  symptomless 
carriers  were  found  in  affected  households. 

Diphtheria 

It  is  very  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  once  again  that  there  has 
been  no  case  of  this  disease  in  the  area.  The  last  case  occurred  in 
1949  and  the  last  death  in  1946  but  the  disease  still  appears  from  time 
to  time  and  in  England  and  Wales  in  19 66  there  were  18  causes  and  5  deaths 
attributed  to  diphtheria.  Other  counties  still  have  considerable  numbers 
of  cases  and  it  is  essential  to  remember  that  diphtheria  could  make  a 
1  come-back’  if  preventive  inoculation  were  to  be  less  extensively  carried 
out.  For  this  reason  the  immunisation  campaign  must  be  continued  as 
intensively  as  possible. 

Diphtheria,.  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  Immunisation. 

Fortunately,  in  spite  of  the  prolonged  period  of  freedom  from 
diphtheria,  the  great  majority  of  parents  still  accept  immunisation  for 
their  children  and  this  is  given  to  infants  in  most  cases  in  the  form  of 
triple  antigen  which  protects  simultaneously  against  diphtheria,  whooping 
cough  and  tetanus.  The  primary  course  of  three  injections  is  followed 
at  the  age  of  18  months  to  2  years  by  a  ’booster’  dose  of  triple  antigen 
and  at  4ir  -  5  years  and  again  at  10  years  by  a  ’booster’  injection  of 
combined  diphtheria  and  tetanus  vaccine. 

In  the  Central  Area  of  the  County,  which  includes  Morpeth  Rural 
District,  in  1966,  756  children  completed  a  primary  course  of  triple 
antigen  and  100  completed  a  course  of  combined  diphtheria,  and  tetanus 
injections. 

A  primary  course  of  protection  against  tetanus,  alone,  was  given  to 
349  older  children  not  protected  in  infancy  against  this  disease. 

Re-inforcing  injections  against  diphtheria  were  given  to  1,928 
children,  against  whooping  cough  to  720  and  against  tetanus,  to  1,605 
children. 

Poliomyelitis  Immunisation. 

For  the  eighth  consecutive  year,  no  case  of  this  disease  occurred 
and  in  order  to  perpetuate  this  fortunate  state  of  affairs  it  is  essential 
that  as  many  children  as  possible  should  be  immunised. 

In  1966,  the  number  of  children  who  completed  a  primary  course,  was 
787,  which  compares  unfavourably  with  the  previous  year’s  total  of  1,154# 

As  a  result,  however,  of  the  introduction  of  a  re-inforcing  dose  at 
approximately  2  years  of  age  the  number  of  children  who  received  a  ’booster' 
dose  was  1,726  as  compared  with  1,028  in  1965# 

These  figures  refer  to  the  whole  of  the  Central  Area. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


HER  CASES  AIR)  MORTALITY  DURING  1966 


New  cases 


Deaths 
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Only  2  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year, 
one  respiratory  and  one  non-»  re  sp  i rat c ry . 

There  was  no  death  attributed  to  any  fom  of  the  disease. 


Death  rate  fron  respira-toiy  tuberculosis  in  Morpeth 

Rural  District  Nil 

Death  rate  fron  respiratory  tuberculosis  in  England 

and  Wales  O.O45  per  1,000 

Death  rate  fron  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  in 

Morpeth  Rural  District  Nil 

Death  rate  fron  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  in 

England  and  Wales  O.OO5  per  1,000 


23. 


MORTALITY  FROM  MALIGHAITT  EBOPLASMS  DURING  1966 . 
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Returns  fron  the  Registrar-General  indicate  that  the  total 
nunher  of  deaths  due  to  malignant  neoplasms  was  40  "but  the 
available  local  records  give  a  total  of  39* 

The  death-rates  given  helow  are  calculated  on  the  local 
figures. 


Mali-  nant  Neoplasms  of  the  Luna  and  Bronchus. 

Death  Rate  in  Morpeth  Rural  District 
Death  Rate  in  England  and  Wales 

Malignant  Neoplasms  of  All  Other  Sites. 

Death  Rate  in  Morpeth  Rural  District 
Death  Rate  in  England  and  Wales 


Malignant  Neoplasms  of  All  Sites. 

Death  Rate  in  Morpeth  Rural  District 
Death  Rate  in  England  and  Wales 


0.613  per  1,000 
O.562  per  1,000 


1.561  per  1,000 
1.607  per  1,000 


2.174  per  1,000 
2.249  per  1,000 
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